
With more than 50,000 expected participants, the global 
attention being attracted during the UN Conference on 
Sustainable Development, known as Rio+20, provides a 
unique opportunity to set the stage for a new development 
paradigm that includes mountain issues and solutions. 

The current challenges of abject poverty, unsustainable 
patterns of consumption and production, and climate change 
impacts that confront us all require that we work together 
on a new development model integrating economic, social, 
and environmental dimensions in order to conserve critical 
ecosystems for present and future generations. This need is 
more pressing in mountainous regions because of extreme 
vulnerability, high poverty rates, and disproportionate 
impact of natural and human-induced disasters in mountain 
communities. Globalization and the impacts of climate 
change, including glacier melting, rising temperatures, and 
extreme variations in precipitation, have adversely affected 
mountain countries, undermining their resilience. 

However, mountains also provide solutions to many 
development challenges.
- Mountains supply more than 50 per cent of the 

freshwater needs of the world’s population. 
- Mountain areas cover one quarter of the global land area, 

and more than 12 per cent of the world’s population lives 
in mountains. 

- Mountains are reservoirs of biological diversity, including 
agro biodiversity, with many wild relatives of the world’s 
staple food and fruit crops.

Global Call for Action on Mountains
High-level event on Mountains and Rio+20 

Venue:  Mountain Pavilion, Rio Centre, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
Date:  Thursday, 21 June 2012
Time:  11:00-13:00

Ecosystem goods and services like water, energy, biodiversity, 
food security, culture, indigenous knowledge, and tourism 
are some of the vital contributions that mountain countries 
and mountain communities provide to all humankind. 
Therefore, mountains must be an integral part of the new 
global development agenda beyond 2015 as well as the 
Rio+20 outcome document, which will define sustainable 
development goals in the post Rio+20 scenario.



Format of the meeting

Introduction and welcoming remarks: Ambassador PR of Nepal

Opening remarks: Prime Minister of Nepal

Address by the Heads of Delegations from different regions of the world

Remarks by multilateral institutions and other organizations

Vote of Thanks: Ambassador PR of Peru

Optional:  After the event, a tour of the Mountain Pavilion is planned with  
                   distinguished Heads of Delegations 

Rationale

Conservation of mountain ecosystem services and 
endangered flora and fauna is not only important 
for people living upstream, but also for those living 
downstream. Given this, conservation of these 
critical ecosystems must be made a priority in order 
to improve livelihood opportunities for close to one 
billion mountain people through greener growth 
and climate change resilience at the local, national, 
regional, and international levels. This new Mountain 
Agenda should be properly articulated in the Rio+20 
outcome document and effectively implemented in 
the post Rio+20 scenario. 

Objectives and expected outcomes

The event aims to:
-  raise awareness and secure political support for 

concrete programmes and activities after Rio+20; 
-  effectively integrate sustainable mountain 

development into the global sustainability 
framework;

-  help gain global support for mountain countries 
by ensuring investment through mobilization of 
resources, technology, and capacity building; and

-  enhance concrete cooperation and partnership 
among countries and institutions, including 
through the Mountain Initiative and Mountain 
Partnership, in order to help raise the voice and 

concerns of mountain people in international 
forums related to Rio Conventions as well as in 
all global development forums.

Using the unique platform provided to mountain 
countries and multilateral institutions by Rio+20 
and the Mountain Pavilion, this event will 
promote solidarity and cooperation among all 
the stakeholders wishing to respond to mountain 
challenges in a holistic manner. It will also be a 
forum for sharing and deliberation on best practices, 
lessons learnt, and agreements on joint action 
after Rio+20 to work for sustainable mountain 
development in a more coherent, coordinated, and 
synergistic manner.
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* Entry from the digital photo contest ‘Mountains and People’ organised by ICIMOD and APMN/Mountain Forum in 2008.  
  Details of the competition can be found at www.icimod.org/photocontest2008


