
ResEAU 
SDC’s Water Network “ResEAU”, which is hosted by the Water 

Initiatives Division, is the vibrant link between regional and 

global cooperation, assuring coherence, know-how exchange 

and the influencing of policy both from the bottom up and the 

top down. The Focal Point will assure to influence the global 

water agenda with field experience of SDC. 

 

Visit the ResEAU on www.sdc-water.ch 

 

Our main Partners 

The Water & Sanitation Programme 

(WSP) of the World Bank 
 

The Water Supply and Sanitation Colla-

borative Council (WSSCC) 
 

The Global Water Partnership (GWP) 

 

Sanitation and Water for All (SWA) 

 

Water Integrity Network (WIN) 
 

The International Water Management 

Institute (IWMI)  

The International Secretariat for Water 

(ISW) 
 

The Joint Monitoring Programme of 

WHO-UNICEF    
 

Our Strengths 

 Highly qualified team of experts, with strong experience in 

all types of international cooperation in water issues: in 

multilateral organizations, bilateral programs, NGO’s, pri-

vate enterprises and field operations. 

 Interlaced in the whole SDC: Global Cooperation, Regional 

Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid. 

 Interlaced with all important Swiss and international net-

works on water issues. 

Staff of the Water Initiatives Division 
 

 
 

Staff at Headquarters: 

François Münger, Head of Division  

Christian Eggs, Vice-Head of Division 

Manuel Thurnhofer, Focal Point of the ResEAU 

Catarina de Albuquerque, Human Rights Advisor 

Christophe Bösch, Program Officer, Secondee 

Johan Gély, Program Officer 

Manfred Kaufmann, Program Officer 

Elisabeth Pitteloud, Program Officer 

Paola Boverat, Program Assistant Finance & Administration 

Andreas Steiner, Program- and Division Assistant  

Alexis Palomeque, Division Assistant 

 

Staff in the field: 

Diana Rojas, National Project Officer (Bogotá) 

Jean-Gabriel Duss, Program Officer (Lima) 

Cesarina Quintana, Program Officer (Lima) 

Carla Toranzo, National Project Officer (Lima) 

 

Visit the Water Initiatives Division on www.sdc.admin.ch 

 

Contact: 

Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation SDC 

Directorate Global Cooperation 

Water Initiatives Division 

Freiburgstrasse 130, CH – 3003 Bern 

Tel: +41 31 325 04 06 

e-Mail: water.initiatives@deza.admin.ch 
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Qualified Swiss contributions to 

Global Water Issues 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Water in SDC 

Water plays a key role in Swiss development cooperation. For 

more than 30 years, SDC has supported partner countries in 

the implementation of their drinking water supply and sanita-

tion services, as well as watershed management programmes. 

At SDC, water issues are addressed at different levels: through 

regional cooperation in the South and East, humanitarian aid, 

and global cooperation. 

 

 

The role of the Water Initiatives Division 

The Water Initiatives Division works synergistically and com-

plementarily to the other SDC divisions in the water sector, 

focusing on the global dimension and global responses to the 

major challenges. Its actions are planned on the basis of the 

following priorities: 

 To strengthen the institutional global architecture in the 

water sector 

 To leverage know-how and funds through partnerships with 

public and private partners in Switzerland and at the inter-

national level 

 To develop innovative approaches/concepts with the poten-

tial for upscaling, with a special focus on alleviating rural po-

verty and gender inequality in the framework of water-

related projects 

 To foster knowledge management in the sector, within 

Switzerland and at the international level 

 

The form of cooperation with other SDC units is based on the 

subsidiarity principle in close cooperation with the regional 

(East and South) and humanitarian actions. The Water Initia-

tives Division utilizes regional projects in the field in order to 

enrich its global policy dialogue, and it develops its own global 

programmes where possible together with the SDC coordina-

tion offices in the various countries. 

Guiding Principles 

Vision 

The Water Initiatives Division aims to promote a world with an 

equitable water management, avoiding a global water crisis in 

the 21
st

 century. An equitable water management includes: 

 Respecting the human right to universal access to water and 

sanitation for all, in particular for poor vulnerable groups. 

 Balancing the needs of different water uses in order to achieve 

social equity, economic efficiency and environmental sustai-

nability. 

 

Mission 

 Exerting an influence at the global level to secure equitable 

water management, including transboundary issues, prioritiz-

ing universal access to water supply, sanitation and hygiene, 

as well as access to water for family agriculture. Gender and 

governance aspects have to be addressed in all projects. 

 Positioning the SDC and Switzerland as an influential player in 

the international dialogue on water issues. 

 

Objectives 

 To influence the global policy dialogue on Integrated Water 

Resource Management (IWRM), focusing on access to water 

for the poor, ensuring environmental services, avoiding water 

conflicts and where necessary advocating dialogue that is 

oriented on gender and governance. 

 To influence at the global level in order to achieve the Millen-

nium Development Goals relating to water, sanitation, hygiene 

and food security, and to contribute to the definition of the 

targets and the strategy beyond 2015. 

 To maintain and strengthen the know-how of Swiss players in 

the area of water for development, ensure that they speak 

with one voice and influence the international debate. 

The Integrated Water Resource Management (IWRM) Approach

SDC takes a holistic view of water issues with a focus on poverty 

reduction and putting people at the centre. 

 
 

Water is a resource with multiple and competing uses. Water for 

people (water supply and sanitation) and water for food (irriga-

tion, watershed management) are the main entry points for SDC. 

 

SDC takes into consideration six strategic dimensions to guaran-

tee the sustainability of its projects: economic, social, environ-

mental, institutional, technological and knowledge dimensions. 

 

Multi-level Synergies 

SDC intervenes on four complementary levels, permitting a 

strong positioning in the sector: 

 
 


